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“Show me who your friends are, and I’ll tell you who you are”
Course Description: This one-semester course is an extension of the psychology course and builds on earlier topics regarding the working of man’s brain. The focus of this class will be cognitive development and maturation and their effects on personality. Other class topics will include social psychology and the interactions between people and other groups as well as behavior between family, peers and sexes. Our understanding of these diverse topics will be gained through class discussions, projects, and experiments. 
Class Preparation:  If you forget your notes, assignment, etc. in your locker, car or anywhere else, you can either take a tardy and retrieve the item or either not use the material or receive a zero. 

LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTED: Class assignments will be expected to be completed and turned in on time.  If the due date is at the end of the class, any material that is handed in after the bell signifying the start of the next class period, the assignment will be counted as a zero.  If the due date is the following day, homework should be handed in as you enter the classroom and any assignment handed in thereafter will also be counted as a missed assignment.
Class Expectations: Like a coach, a teacher’s job is more than teaching the A, B, C’s and 1, 2, 3’s. Consequently, like a coach, I will harass, cajole, compliment, critique, and do whatever is necessary to not just work on improving your content knowledge but to motivate you.  If I am tough on you, it is because I see potential.  Can be described as coming to class prepared and ready to be productive. This involves paying attention and taking notes, participating in class discussions, asking and answering questions, and by positively contributing to class on a regular basis. Participation in class discussions will not only help you learn more about the topic being covered but will also makes the class more enjoyable.  Take ownership of the class and direct the class towards the type of materials and topics you would like to discuss and find enjoyable. This does not involve misusing your phone, sleeping in class, being disruptive, talking when I am talking, etc. We will try to work bell to bell. Please do not close your book early and anticipate me finishing a lecture, etc. I’ll try not to waste your time if you do not waste mine and your peers. 
General Class Rules: Cell Phones, Masks, Bathroom, Food and Drink, etc. 

Questions/Comments/Concerns:  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns throughout the course of the school year please do not hesitate to come and discuss the issue with me. My door is always open for discussion and you may come and discuss any problem before or after class/school.  I will be more than willing to discuss any problems that you might have concerning class. I cannot help you if you choose not to make the effort to visit with me! This class is the last period of the day so there is no reason not to talk with me if you have an issue.  I appreciate any and all feedback that I can receive and I hope you enjoy the class and school year.  


Grading: 
· Coursework
· Just about every day there will be some sort of an assignment usually bookwork, that I typically allow to be completed with a partner/group (who knows this year) and enough time allocated in class for its completion. Utilize the time and you should rarely have homework.  However, if it is assigned as homework, it is due at the beginning of the next day’s class period and any assignment handed in thereafter will also be counted as a missed assignment.     
· TED Talks/Psych Journal Response: New this year will be to evaluate an interest of yours or a psychological phenomena that piqued your interest. You will complete an assigned critique and share with the class/group what you learned and stimulate a discussion. This will be designed to break the monotony of coursework, get away from the chapter, and for you to direct your learning based upon your individual curiosity.  
· Videos: There will be many videos shown in class as part of chapters which will show up on quizzes or tests or extensions to reinforce material. Pay attention, take notes, and understand there is a purpose behind them, not class fillers/busy work. 
· Quizzes/Tests
· Each chapter will have a quiz and/or a test will be administered and any notes that you have personally completed may be used. These quizzes and tests will evaluate how well you know the chapter information and quizzes will give you the information so that modifications can be made prior to the test. Each will include a combination of objective (identification) and subjective (short answer) questions. 
· West Side/Central observations, and experiments
· West Side/Central: Every other week you will be heading to a preselected classroom of your choosing at a local daycare Central, West Side, or the middle school where you will either observe or conduct a psychological experiment. These experiments will correlate with the chapters and will be expected to be completed every other week. These relatively minor experiments are usually a good way to test the theories we are studying in class. 
· Unit Test/Semester/ Exam/Portfolio or Final Project: TBD
· As required by the administration, some final project, semester exam, or unit test must be conducted to end the semester. The decision as which of the above will be assigned will be determined sometime during the semester as a whole class with the final decision determined by your instructor.  
