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Altendance:

Absences:
Arrival:

A\\ergles:

b

Bir’rhddys:

Book Orders:

Backpacks:

Class Cdlendar:

Clothing

is for Affendance, Absences, Arrival, and Allergies

A successful school experience is the responsibility of the child, the parents, and the
school. Your child's progress, both acadernically and socially, is influenced fo a greaf
extent by daily parficipation Regular attendance without Yardiness is crucial.

Excessive dbsences hinder a childs progress. If your child is going o be absent, you must
call the office af (HOG) 4U33-2530.

Kihdergor’vhers should arrive af school no earlier than 745 am. Your child should be
dropped off on the p\oygrouhd School bedins prompfly af 755 am

If your child has any dllergies please make sure that we are aware of them. We
especially need o know dbouf food dllergies and insect bite reactions.

is for Birthdays, Book Orders, and Backpacks

Birthdays are very important fo children In class, we will celebrate your childs birthday
with a crown, a card, a song You may also send a special freat. If your child has a
summer birthday, | will pick another day fo celebrate his/her birthday so that we
don't miss oul on this fun school experience.

Scholastic book orders will be Typically be sent home each month. If you would like to place
an order, please send the order form(s) fo school with the correct amount of cash, or make
checks payable fo Scholastic Reading Club. You may also order online by using my
classroom code (VOVIT) with a credif or debit card. The books usudlly arrive within two
weeks.

Backpacks help your child carry folders, notes, projects, and books to and from school
Please check your child’s backpack DAILY.

is for Class Calendar and Clothing

Your child will have a new calendar in the back pocket of their folder every month fo lef
you know what's happening in our classroom. It can dlso be found on our class website.
Please dress your child in comfortable clothing that is appropriate for kindergarten Be
sure Yo be thoughtful dbout footwear, as we do ouf for recess every day. As cufe as
sandals and flip-flops are, they may ot be the best choice for children who like to
climb on the playground equipment. Your child needs fo wear fennis shoes, for PE.
everyday. They can leave their PE. shoes in their locker.



Discipline:

Dismissal:

©

Enfer and Exit:

Email:

Field Trips:

Folders:

Fire Drills:

is for Discipline and Dismissal

Our system for discipline is simple... We work hard Yo make the classroom a positive and
safe place for everyone Rules are ogreed upon durihg the first week of school, practiced,
and discussed daily. Problems are looked at as just that...problems to be solved.

Dismissal is af 337 pr. If you pick up your child af the end of the day, please do not
come Yo the classroom. We will walk them ouf the side door on the north side of the
building, EXIT 2. You can meet them on the sidewadlk in the "Be Safe” zone Bus sfudents are
Taken To their bus lines in front of the school or mdin enfrance of the bu\\d'\hg Students
attending Boys and Girls Club will bus there each day.

is for Enter, Exif, and Email

Please help your child learn to enfter and exit the building safely. They should always be
escorfed by a grown-up when crossing the street in the crosswalk.

| can be reached by email af ebrown@sidneypscom | check my email several fimes
throughout the day, so it is a great way to reach me. If you do nof hear back from me
within 24 hours, please double check that | received the email. They are sometimes filtered
ouf of my inbox as spam. If you have fo get an important message fo your child
regarding a change in affer school plars, please call the office at (H06) H33-2530, and
they will notify me directly.

is for Field Trips, Folders, and Fire Drills

Throughout the vyear, we will schedule field frips fo enhance our curriculum. School buses
will provide the fransportation.

Notes, homework, and completed work from class will come home in your child’s folder.
All nofes heeding your immediafe affention will be in your child's folder. Folders must be
refurned every day. Please help your child build responsibility by making it his/her job to
pul it in his/her backpack once you have checked if.

Fire drills are held throughout the vyear. All students will participate and are expected fo
walk quickly and quiefly fo our designated exit. We will practice and become familiar
with procedures before our first scheduled drill
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Good Behavior:

Hands-on
Ledrhihg;

Homework:

Infernet Usclge:

Independence:

JoyFu\ Leoming;

is for Good Behavior

Our classroom is a safe and happy place where lofs of \eorr\\hg happens. We are a
classroom family where feamwork and good relafionships are expected. We will spend
fime learning and practicing class procedures. Each student is expected o act within our
standards of behavior: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe, and Be a Learner.
Problems will be dedlf with one-on-one. If misbehaviors confinue, we will confact you
for support.

is for Hands-on Learning and Homework

The best way fo help children learn is fo make acfivities fun. Important concepts can be
learned by doing meaningful hands-on activifies. There are fimes when seatwork at the
fables is required and necessary, but for the most part, our classroom will be an active
learning environment.

Family homework projects are an important part of our kindergarten program. All of
the homework has a purpose and is related fo what we are working on in class If
should never take more than 10-5 minutes. Homework in kindergarfen is a good habif to
esfablish. When a homework routine is started early and supporfed by vyou, it will last
throughout your childs academic career. Please refurn homework in the folder the next
school day.

is for Infernet Usoge and Independence

K'\hdergdr’rhers will have some opportunifies o use the infernet for games and activifies
with supervision. Please be sure Yo sign and refurn the “Internet Usage” consent form.
One of my dodls is fo make your child an independent learner. This starts with
encourading your child fo do things on their own at home, like dress\hg Themselves in
their outdoor dear and tying their shoes. When you feach your child these skills at horme,
| am able Yo reinforce them af school.

is for Joyful Leorhihg

Children learn best when they feel loved and encouraged fo fry new things. We will
creafe an environment of mufual respect, where we feel comfortable ’rdklhg risks because
we support each ofher, even when we make mistakes. Happy faces are so important
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Keys To Success:

Kindness:

Librctry;

Lunch:

F’\oney;

Meet ings:

Nurse:

Nighfly Reading

is for Keys fo Success and Kindness

The keys o a successful school year include 9ood communication between home and
school, a posifive affitude, homework Turned in on Time, and 9ood attendance.
Students in our classrooms are ehcouroged and expected fo treaf all members of our

class, as well as ofhers in soc‘\e’ry, with KINDNESS and RESPECT. BoTher‘\hg ofthers and
ih‘verrupﬂhg the \eorhir\g of ofthers will not be permitted.

is for Library and Lunch

We have a scheduled library fime every week on Monday af 1225 with Mrs. Linder.
Students will be dble to check out a book that will be due the following week.

Check my website or our school website for each week's lunch menu. If you plan fo join
your child for lunch, make sure to let the office know in the morning before 900 so that
the kitchen will be sure fo have enough food sent over fo our school Please stop by the

office and pay a $H0O charge for an adult lunch. If you bring your own lunch, we are a
NUT FREE building this year. We dlso ask that you do not bring pop.

is for Money and Meef ings

Money can be a big respornsibility for children Please send any money in a sealed, labeled
envelope with your childs name, as well as what the money is o be used for.

Please respect that teachers are not always available before or after school unless you
have a scheduled appoinfment. Our schedules are quite full with staff meefings, frainings,
commitfee work, and school obligations. We also have supervision dufies before and
affer school. Because of this, we may not be able To meet with you unless you have
scheduled an appoinfment. Thank you for understanding

is for Nurse and Nightly Redd'\hg

We do nof have a school nurse on staff. If your child has a fever or has been sick the
night before, please do mot send him/her To school. Always sign your child in and out of the
office when picking him/her up or dropp'\hg off.

Nighttly reading is essential for future success. All kindergarfners are encouraged fo read
each nighf. We work on many redd\hg comprehension sfrategies at school, which we will
share with you Yo practice af home. Reading dloud to your child is just as important as
your child practicing fo read independently. The books we send home from the reading
series should be practiced over and over. Building fluency is an essential part of reading


https://www.sidneyps.com/

Office Staff:

Open Line of
Communication:

Phorne Numbers:

Parent
Involvement:

Parent/Teacher
Conferences:

Parties:

Quuestions:

is for Office Staff and Open Line of Communication

Please help your child learn the names of our support sfaff.

Principal: Mrs. Vandall

Ouidance Counselor: Mrs. Flynn

Office Staff. Ms. Marcy and Ms. Carla

Please let us know if you have ANY concerns or quesfions regarding your child
throughout the year We feel that it is our job fo work fogether as partners to help
your child have a successful first year of school If you have an urgent message that you
want fo be sure | receive before school is dismissed, please call the office af

(HO6) H33-2530, and they will be sure | get your message.

is for Phone Numbers, Parent Involvement,
Parent/Teacher Conferences, and Parties

Please make sure that we have dll of your current phone humbers (home, work, and cell).
We dlso need the number of a frusfed friend or family member fo call if we cannot reach
you. I is important that we are dble o reach you in case of an emergency.

Please be involved with your childs Kindergarfen year as much as possible. Your support
of school activities makes your child feel important, and sends the message that you
value schooll Seffing aside fime each night for homework is a great way fo demonstrate
that | am always happy To have your help for special acfivifies in the classroom. | will
fry fo let you know df least one week ahead of fime if | heed help. | hope that you
can come and join in the funl

We schedule fall and spring parent/feacher conferences. At these conferences, we will
discuss your child’s accomplishments, strengths, and overdll progress If you feel the need
Yo have a conference ofher than these fimes, please call the school, send a nofe, or
email me Yo make arrangemenfs.

We will have various parties throughout the year for holidays like Halloween, Christas,
and Valentine's Day. We will diso celebrate some other events and holidays with special
activities like Thanksgiving, I00™ Day of School and Easter.

is for Questions

Please confact us if you have any quesfions or concerns regord'\hg your child’s
educdtion. | will make every effort fo meet with you and discuss your concerns. Please

feel free fo cdll The school at (H06) H33-2530 (office hours are 750 Yo HOO) or email me
(ebrown@sidneyps.com) anytime.
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Report Cards:

Rectdlmg:

Restrooms:

O

Safet Y:

Speech:

Shacks:

Show and Tell:

Tie Your Shoes:

Tardiness:

Toys;

Title:

is for Report Cards, Reading, and Resfrooms

We are on a quarferly repor’ﬂhg system and report cards will be senf home four times
a year. Midterms will dlso be senf home in the middle of each quarfer, four fimes a year
Read fo your child daily and let your children see you reading daily. Reading to your
child is the single most important thing you can do because it encourdagdes your child to
becorme a reader!

We fake four “bathroom bredks” throughout the day. Children are dlso allowed fo use the
resfrooms as needed, although not encouraded during instructional fime.

is for Safety, Speech, Snacks, and Show and Tell

Your childs safety is fop priority. We take every precaufion when your child is in our
care. Please be sure the office always has your updated confact numbers (home, work,
and cell) and the numbers of your emergency contacts in case you cannot be reached.
Al sfudents will be screened af the beginning of the school year fo defermine whether or
not they need speech services. If they find that your child needs speech therapy, you will be
conftacted by the speech feam.

We will have a snack every day. We ask that you donate some type of snack once a
month. Some examples are: crackers, fruil snacks, cookies, pretzels, and snack bars. We
also have a fridde in our classroom, so fruit, vegefables, yogurt, and cheese sficks are dlso
appreciated! If you send individually wrapped items, please send 25 We are NUT FREE.

We will do “Show and Tell” af school. If is your childs furn when he/she brings home the bag
for Show and Tell. Please help your child write his/her clues on the paper in the bag Please
refurn it prompily the following school day Yo allow the next person fo have a furn

is for Tie Your Shoes, Tardiness, Toys, and Tifle

Please help your child learn to fie his/her shoes by practicing at home. We hope that
everyone will know how fo tie their own shoes before starting school.

Students that are late to school are considered tardy. Be sure fo walk your child info the
office o sigh them in when late fo school. The school keeps a record of these fardiness,
which will be documented on your child’s report card. Excessive Tardiness is disruptive Yo the
class, as well as Yo your child’s learning

If foys are brought fo school, they are your child’s resporsibility. They are for the
playground and need Yo stay in your child’s backpack while we are in class.

Al stfudents will be assessed af the beginning of the school year with the Fastbridge
assessment. If a student does not make the benchmark, he/she will be eligible for Title
services. This is a Tufforial program with Mrs. Skaar that provides 30 minutes of small group
instruction fo reinforce what is Taught in the classroom. So BENEFICIALY



Uh‘\que;

Understanding

p”

Visitors:

Volunfeers:

Wodfer Boftles:

Website:

X-fra Special
and eXcifing

is for Unique and Uhders’rdhdihg

Each child in our class is unique and wonderful In kindergarfen, we learn abouf how we
are unique and special, and we celebrate our differences and similarifies. We also learn
about the different culfures within our community.

Your child is important fo ust We will always freaf your child with lofs of love,

respect, and understanding

is for Visifors and Volunfeers

West Side Elementary has a policy that ALL GUESTS (including familiar faces) are
required Yo check in af the school office If is imporfant fo remember that while this
may seem inconvenient fo frequent visifors, it is the gdoal and responsibility of the school
fo credte a safe learning environment.

Volunteering in the classroom is encouraged and welcomed! Occasionally in
kindergarfen, studenfs will behave very differently when their parenfs are helpers in
the room. If this becomes a problem, we will ask that you help prepare projects in the
feacher workroom instead of helping in the classroom. In addition, younger siblings will
nof be permitfed Yo join you on your volunfeer day.

is for Water Bottles and Website

Please SEND fheir wafer bottle fo school every Monday. I will send it home last day of
the week fo be washed and returned the next week. Students may get drinks as needed
from the water boftle in our classroom.

Our class has a website, which has everything you need Yo know dbout k'\hdergor’reh right
af your fingerfipsl Please check it ouf for some great resources.

is for X-fra Special and eXcifing

K'\r\dergor’reh is such an exc'\’ﬂhg, mdg'\co\ year! Each child is extra special fo us and we
will 9u'|de them 9er\‘r\y and consistently all year \Ohg, Thank you for shdrihg Them with usl



Zippers:

/777’

Zoom:

is for YOU

Please remember that YOU are your childs first and most important teacher. No one
can influence your childs life in the way that you canl You can help make your child
feel successful this year by d‘\scuss'\hg your child’s school doy with them. Ask ques’ﬁor\s
like, "What did you learn foday?’, "What did you work the hardest on?’, "What was the
best part of your day?’, or *What are you ge’r’r'\r\g better af?” These questions cause
children Yo reflect on their learning, which in furn helps them remember new
information Dont lef them fell you “nothing”. Ask your child about centers, story time,
reading, or math work. The way your child perceives your feelings about his/her school
and feachers will have a direct effect on how he/she feels dbout them.

Please show an enthusiasm for learning! It is confagious!

is for Zippers, Zzzz's and Zoom

Please help your child learn fo zip his/her coat/jacket by practicing at home. We hope that
everyone will know how before the weather starts fo cool down

I is so important for your child fo be dlert and ready fo learn each day. Set a bedtime
and be CONSISTENT. Sefting and keeping a bedfime is a wonderful giff to give your
child i will help them be affentive and prepared fo learn each day! Also, dont forget to
read a book before bedfimel

Z is for zoom! Sit back and watch your childs skills fake offl You will be amazed and
surprised af the changes ahead this year.




